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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To solve the problem that a 
complicated set operation mode is cleared soon or miscopying is 
caused because of the holding of a simple set operation mode 
since the automatic clearing time of a conventional image 
forming device is fixed or changed only by user's change of 
settings. 

SOLUTION: A means which decides the difficulty of a set 
operation mode is provided and an automatic clearing time is 
determined according to its decision result. Consequently, an 
easy set operation mode is put back to an initial set operation 
mode in a short time and a difficult set operation mode is put 
back to the initial set operation mode a long time later. 
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